CHAP. XII.

LEO III.

51

tion our history will pause to take a survey of Latin
Christendom, now a separate Western Empire, under one
temporal, and under one spiritual sovereign. Charle-
magne showed profound sorrow for the death of Hadrian.
He wept for him, according to his biographer,1 as if he
had been a brother or a dear son. An epitaph declared
to the worM the respect and attachment of the Sovereign
of the West for his spiritual father.

On the death of Hadrian,u an election of unexampled
rapidity, and, as it seemed, of perfect unanimity among
the clergy, the nobles, and the people, raised
Leo III. to the pontifical throne.* The first act
of Leo was to recognise the supremacy of Charles, by
sending the keys, not only of the city, with the standard
of Eome, but those also of the sepulchre of St. Peter,
to the Patrician. This unusual act of deference seems
as if Leo anticipated the necessity of foreign protection ;
even the precipitancy of the election may lead to the
suspicion that the unanimity was but outward. Secret
causes of dissatisfaction were brooding in the minds of
some of the leading men in Rome. The strong hand
of Hadrian had kept down the factions which had dis-
turbed the reign of his predecessor Stephen ; now it is
among the court, the family of Hadrian, even those
whom he had raised to the highest offices, that there is
at first sullen submission, ere long furious strife. Dark
rumours spread abroad of serious charges against the
Pope himself. Leo III. ruled, however, in seeming
peace for three years and two months, at the close of
which a frightful scene betrayed the deep and rooted
animosity.

* Eginhard, c. xiz.
tt Hadrian died co. Christmas day.
The ejection was on the following day,

that of St. Stephen, A.D. 795.
* Ann. Til. sub ann. 796 ; Eginharc^
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